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ST. PAUL ANGLICAN CHURCH, NANAIMO 

  

WHY STATEMENT  

“The Heart of Nanaimo” 

“Where strangers become friends” 

  

MISSION STATEMENT  

Proclaiming Christ’s love and welcoming all as we serve God and his creation. 
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St. Paul is located in the lower central part of our diocese.  As part of fulfilling our parish mission and 
vision, St. Paul recently adopted two “Why” statement, an external one, “The Heart of Nanaimo” and 
internal one, “Where strangers become friends”.  Located in the heart of the city of Nanaimo we are 
seen in many ways as a civic church.  The strangers we encounter along the road of life will no longer 
be strangers when we welcome them with true hospitality, kindness, and God’s blessing.  We affirm 
the diocesan vision of a Sacred Journey towards being Renewed People with Renewed Hearts and 
Renewed Spirits as we focus on Faith in Foundation, Faith in Action and Faith in Formation. 

 

 
 
 
WHO WE ARE   
At St. Paul we proclaim Christ's love and welcome all as we serve God and His creation.  Located in the 
heart of downtown Nanaimo, we embrace many opportunities to share the Gospel with those who 
come through our doors. St. Paul is a place of hospitality, refuge and hope.  At St. Paul, strangers 
become friends.    

St. Paul is one of the oldest Anglican churches in British Columbia, located in the city of Nanaimo, 
known as The Harbour City, on the east coast of Vancouver Island. We worship on the traditional 
lands of the Snuneymuxw (Snuh-NAY-moo) First Nation. The congregation was founded shortly after 
the arrival of the Hudson Bay Company and the first British settlers who arrived in the 1850’s.  

 
The foundation of the first church was laid in 1861 on land given by the Vancouver Coal Mining & 
Land Company. At the beginning of the next century, a larger building was needed. In 1906, the first 
church was torn down and the cornerstone of the second church was laid. In July 1930, a fire 
destroyed a large portion of the business section of Nanaimo including St. Paul. In August 1931, the 
cornerstone for the third and present church was laid. Today St. Paul is proud to continue to serve 
Nanaimo as a downtown church.  
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Coal was king in Nanaimo until about 1938 when forestry became the major industry with the 
construction of a pulp and paper mill near Duke Point, 16 km from Nanaimo. The Harmac mill is 
 one of Canada’s largest market producers. Nanaimo is also home to a commercial fishing fleet.  
 
Nanaimo is connected to Vancouver by two ferry routes, Departure Bay to Horseshoe Bay, and  
Duke Point to Tsawwassen. Two seaplane companies and helicopter service provide air service 
 from downtown Nanaimo to downtown Vancouver and the Vancouver International Airport. The 
Nanaimo Airport is located 13 km south of Nanaimo with direct flights to Vancouver and Calgary  
and connections with most major airlines of the world.    
 
Nanaimo is a growing and thriving city with a population of 90,504 reported in the 2016 census. It is 
policed by the R.C.M.P., has its own Fire Department and public transit system. Medical services are 
provided by several health clinics and the Nanaimo Regional General Hospital. There are five 
secondary, 27 elementary, four private and three alternative schools. As well as degree programs, 
Vancouver Island University (VIU) provides diploma certification in various trades and several 
technological fields. VIU also has an Elder education program offered each fall.   

 

 

 

Nanaimo has a natural harbour which provides access to, boating, fishing, and scuba diving. There are 
also fresh water lakes in the city and nearby for recreational activities. Nanaimo is blessed with many 
hiking and biking trails and beautiful Bowen Park close to down town.  Departure Bay Beach is popular 
with all ages and the ocean vistas from Neck Point Park and Pipers Lagoon are hard to beat! During 
the winter months, there is skiing at Mt Washington which is located 135 km north of the city. There 
are many amateur and recreational sporting activities in and around the Nanaimo area, including 
year-round golf, lacrosse, soccer, rugby, baseball, softball, and hockey. There are two aquatic centres 
offering life-guard training and certification, recreational swimming, and lessons.   
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Nanaimo has a very active cultural scene and is home to the Vancouver Island Symphony Orchestra.  
Our 800-seat Port Theatre brings in a variety of professional musicians, productions and dancers.  The 
city also has a number of community choirs, theatre companies, dance schools, a Conservatory of 
Music and a plethora of excellent teachers of the arts.  

St. Paul Anglican Church consists of a traditionally designed worship space with a seating capacity of 
236. There are currently about 200 families on the parish list. The breakdown (by age) of those 
attending a typical Sunday service is:   
   
Age 10 and under - 4%    Age 51 to 60 – 14%  
Age 11 to 30 – 0%    Age 61 to 70 – 30%  
Age 31 to 40 - 4%    Age 71 to 80 – 30%  
 Age 41 to 50 – 4%    Over age 80 – 16%  

 

 

 
 

 

The church’s Nave and Sanctuary have several stained-glass windows. All but two were designed and 
produced by Robert McCausland of Toronto. The pulpit was carved and built for the new church in 
1931. The two carved figures on the front of the pulpit represent St. Paul (left) and St. Alban the 
soldier (right). The congregation of St. Alban re-joined St. Paul in 1903. (St. Alban was formed in the 
late 1800s as a break-away group from St. Paul, but could not make it on their own). On the wall 
behind the altar is one of the original miner’s lamps used in the Nanaimo coal mining days. The light 
burns perpetually to remind us of God’s presence. The hand carved altar was dedicated in November 
2000 in memory of a parishioner. The scenic panels are made of a variety of woods, primarily native 
to the Nanaimo area.      
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In 2009, the Nanaimo parishes of St. James and St. Paul amalgamated into one new and continuing 
parish in the name of St. Paul, Nanaimo.  In 2011 St. Paul celebrated our 150th anniversary. The 
history of St. Paul is a rich mosaic of many people of faith.  To this day, we are proud to continue to 
serve Nanaimo as a downtown church.   May we continue to Lift High the Cross for the next 150 years 
and beyond!           

 
Faith in Foundations 

(Asset Management, Financial Resources, Effective Communication, Current  
Ministries and Remote and Shared Ministries) 

 
Our Parish Administrator works Monday to Friday, 9 am to 3 pm. A parish volunteer receptionist 
assists the parish administrator Monday to Friday from 9 am to 12 noon, answering the phone, 
welcoming visitors, and answering questions. The parish office distributes city bus tickets, clothing 
vouchers and grocery gift cards as they are available. On the 3rd Tuesday each month $10 grocery 
cards (made available through the generosity of the parish), are given to those in need who come 
through our doors.   
 

Communication tools to keep parishioners in touch with the news and events of the parish include a 
monthly newsletter, The Contact, and a weekly email, The Friday File. The Sunday bulletin includes an 
insert with the weekly happenings around the parish. We communicate with the public via newspaper 
ads, our website, and our Facebook page.   

 
Garden and Grounds Ministry - Our garden and grounds are lovingly maintained by volunteers with 
enthusiasm for gardening. There are traditional garden beds and contemporary plantings. The garden 
beds are designed and maintained to minimize water requirements and support beneficial insects and 
birds.  People enjoy sitting in the sun on one of our benches and communing with nature and God.  
Our side yard includes a large raised garden with rock border which has colour elements year-round. 
You can feel the sea breeze and enjoy the many birds that pay us a visit. Many members of the 
community enjoy spending quiet time in our outdoor space.  

OUR FINANCIAL PICTURE  
  
The operating budget for 2017 passed at the annual vestry meeting proposed:  

 Income:   $278,747.00   
              Expenses:         $320,046.00  
               Deficit:             $(41,299.00)  
 2016 Deficit:    $(16,510.00)                
 Net Deficit:      $(57,809.00) 
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St. Paul receives income from open offerings, church envelopes, weddings, and funerals. Other 
sources of income are received from hall and meeting room fees, parking lot stall rental, and several 
fund-raising events held throughout the year. The major fund raiser held each year is the Christmas 
Market Place.  Other examples are a book sale, garage sale, and special dinners held on various 
occasions and holidays throughout the year.  

 
After approval to replace the old church hall with our Centre for Ministry and Community Service, a 
three-year Capital Campaign began in 2014. Parishioners committed to raise $2.4 million over a three-
year period. Over $2.6M was pledged within three months. A “campaign to reduce the debt” began in 
March 2017 to raise pledges and donations from members of the parish to cover the cost overruns of 
the construction of the Centre. The goal of this campaign is to raise $900,000 by December 2019. As 
of August 2017, over $431,000 has been pledged. 

   

St. Paul’s Centre for Ministry and Community Service 

In September 2016, our Centre for Ministry and Community Service was officially opened. It replaced 
a 60-year-old inaccessible church hall. The Centre is a fully accessible two-story building with offices 
for the Rector and church staff, a full commercial kitchen, a large hall, and four meeting rooms. The 
Centre is also accessible from the church entrance Monday to Friday 9 am to 12 noon. The church is 
open for prayer during this time.  
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Faith in Action 
(Reconciliation and Beyond, Emerging Communities and Experiencing God’s World) 

 
St. Paul has a long history of hosting a wide variety of community agencies. Since opening, our Centre 
for Ministry and Community Service is being used 79% of the time by the greater community, 17% by 
the parish and 4% by community/church events.  

 
Healing & Prayer Ministry - Personal private healing prayer and The Laying on of Hands and Anointing 
is offered at the 10:30 am Sunday service by a healing prayer team of lay people.  We also operate a 
prayer chain dedicated to special requests. The coordinator of the prayer chain has a phone out 
system to provide immediate prayer requests. Prayer concerns are shared with the coordinator by 
contacting the Parish Office.  

Lay Eucharistic Ministry & Outreach at Care Homes – We have a dedicated group of individuals who 
serve as:                                                                                           
* Greeters for the 8 am, 10:30 am and Evensong services  
* Lay readers of scripture  
* Lay leaders of Prayers of the People  
* Servers at the Eucharist                    * Liturgical Assistants  

On a weekly basis, the clergy and trained laypersons extend the regular Eucharist by taking the 
Reserved Sacrament to “shut ins” at home, hospital, or care facilities. On a regular basis, a group of 
parishioners visit a number of local long–term care facilities to lead hymn sings, prayer, and scripture 
readings.  

Reaching Out Ministry – This ministry raises awareness and provides assistance to the needs of the 
parish and the wider community. Some of the community groups we support include Haven House (a 
women’s shelter), Nanaimo Community Kitchens, Literacy Nanaimo, and the Loaves and Fishes 
Community Foodbank. A nonperishable food basket is provided for donations each Sunday. We also 
organize a community neighbours lunch once a month. Everyone is welcome to enjoy a nutritious 
home-made lunch served by parish volunteers. Fund raising events are scheduled each year to raise 
funds for this ministry.   

Anglican Church Women (ACW) – The St. Paul’s ACW unites women in a fellowship of worship, study 
and offering which deepens and strengthens their own spiritual lives.  Mission work at the local, 
diocesan, national and, international level is supported. Examples include an outreach mission to 
clergy spouses in the Diocese of the Arctic and the Dorcas Ministry which supports parishes in the 
Diocese of Caledonia (Northern B.C.).  
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Faith in Formation 
(Youth and Family Life, Liturgy, Lay Leadership and Training) 

 
Altar Guild - The Altar Guild maintains the sacred vessels and linens used in all services, organizes the 
flower chart, decorates the church for festivals and changes the liturgical colours in keeping with the 
church seasons. Altar Guild members are divided into five groups of three who take turns each week 
preparing the worship space and the Holy Vessels. The Altar Guild also prepares for special services 
including baptisms, weddings, funerals, and the Maundy Thursday Stripping of the Altar.   

Music Ministry – St. Paul is blessed with a rich music program. The choir has 20 voices who sing most 
hymns in four-part harmony at the Sunday 10:30 am service. Choir anthems are also a regular part of 
the Sunday worship, allowing the congregation to listen reflectively and prayerfully as we transition 
from the Liturgy of the word to the Liturgy of the Eucharist. The choir provides a musical commentary 
on the scripture theme of the day. The choir also sings at funerals and at special services to mark 
important times in the church year including Christmas and Easter services.  

Music is chosen to reflect the readings of the day, and is an eclectic mix of traditional and modern 
hymns, mostly found in the current hymn book, Common Praise. While the pipe organ is the primary 
instrument, use is also made of a grand piano, as well as, harp, flute, and French horn. The pipe organ 
is a Casavant which was installed in 1942.  

Pastoral Care Ministry - The Pastoral Care Team is a trained group of individuals who provide spiritual 
and emotional support to those who are unable to attend regular church services due to poor health 
or lack of transportation. Currently 15 church members volunteer and 25 people are visited or 
contacted on a regular basis.  
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Christian Education – We offer a variety of Christian Education programs including Sunday School, 
Weekly Bible Study and Education for Ministry (EfM).  

We provide a Sunday School program during the 10:30 am service. Each week has a specific theme 
which the leaders share in advance with the clergy so the “time with the children” can have a similar 
focus. The children return to the service to receive the Sacrament. There is also a family room in the 
church for infants and toddlers.                                                        

Weekly Bible study is held each Tuesday at 1:30 pm and includes a variety of topics along with a focus 
on the Scripture reading for Sunday.                    

Education for Ministry (EfM), a program of theological education by extension for lay people, is 
encouraged at St. Paul. More information can be found on the EfM Canada website. Many members 
of St. Paul have completed this four-year program.  

During Advent and Lent St. Paul often has a specific study group with a focus of Our Journey to the 
Crèche or Our Journey to the Cross.  Members of the community are often invited to participate as 
guest speakers.  

 
 
Ministry of Hospitality – We work to foster the spirit of community at St. Paul by:  
- organizing and supporting all events that bring together our congregation in fellowship and:  
- reflecting on ways to welcome newcomers through activities involving fun, food and fellowship.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry - The Prayer Shawl Ministry prayerfully creates knitted or crocheted shawls for 
those who wish physical, emotional, or spiritual support. Members of the parish gather in a spirit of 
friendship and love to pray, share, knit and crochet shawls to be given to people who could use a 
spiritual "hug". The shawls are accompanied with a card explaining the ministry along with a prayer of 
comfort and love for the recipient. 
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WORSHIP SERVICES  

Sunday  8:00 am ------ Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)  
         10:30 am ----- Choral Eucharist (Book of Alternative Services)  
                                                                    Sunday school, Healing Ministry  
          7:30 pm ------ Choral Evensong 2nd & 4th  (Book of Common Prayer)                              
Monday to Friday   8:30 am ------- Morning Prayer (BCP/BAS alternating)  
Monday               7:00 pm ------- Contemplative Prayer  
Wednesday         11:00am ------ Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)  
 
Average attendance at the 8 am service is 25, the 10:30 am service is 90, Evensong is 15, and the   
Wednesday service is 16. A time of fellowship with tea and coffee is held after each Sunday service.   
We welcome all guests to join us and become friends.  

 

WHERE DO WE WANT TO GO  
In March of 2014 (prior to the construction of our Centre for Ministry and Community Service), the 
parish approved a Ministry Plan - a blueprint for St. Paul’s future. The parish agreed it was  
important that we move beyond simply using any new space as a venue for groups to meet, to using 
it to advance a new Ministry Plan. Our Ministry Plan has seven goals:   

  
Goal 1 – Ensure all feel welcomed and at home at St. Paul.  
Goal 2 – Connect and communicate with our immediate downtown neighbors.  
Goal 3 – Serve and provide for those in need in our community, country, and world.  
Goal 4 – Maintain the grounds as an oasis of calm for the community.  
Goal 5 – Encourage a wider, deepening range of people’s interest in spirituality.  
Goal 6 – Maintain and expand authenticity in worship.  
Goal 7 – Create a financial bridge/pathway to our vision in order to fund our building and                    
our Ministry Plan.  
  
We continue to look for groups and mission partners to use our space in ways that align with our 
Ministry Plan by offering our facilities and resources to those serving the community. We also see 
our Ministry Plan as a living document which is updated to reflect changing circumstances.    

 
WHAT CAN WE PROVIDE  
The community of St. Paul will welcome our next priest with prayerful support in whatever way  
possible and offer the following:  
 
1. Our Bishop’s Consultation Team will offer support and assistance for a family or individual 
 making the transition to our community.  
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2. Pastoral support will be provided by our Honorary Assistant, Deacon, and Liturgical Assistants.  
3. We will provide strong and knowledgeable support by our staff along with the assistance of 
  volunteer  office helpers. St. Paul has a strong congregational leadership in the care of our  
 finances, building and grounds. We have dedicated Wardens, active members on Parish 
 Council and several other committees serving the parish.  
4. A strong musical program with leadership provided by our organist and Director of Music.                         
5. A variety of active, enthusiastic and well-run ministries contributing to the life of our parish 
 and community.  
  

  

             

  

  

   


